
Publication title: Planning Policy Guidance 2: Green belts 
Date published: January 1995 (Amended March 2001) 

ISBN: 0 11 753037 9 

Price: £8 (available to view below) 

Summary 

Planning Policy Guidance 2 (PPG2) outlines the history and extent of Green Belts 
and explains their purposes. It describes how Green Belts are designated and their 
land safeguarded. Green Belt land-use objectives are outlined and the presumption 
against inappropriate development is set out. 

Order 

This is a priced publication available from TSO (The Stationery Office), PO Box 29, 
Norwich NR3 1GN. Order through the Parliamentary Hotline (Lo-call): 08457 023 
474, fax: 0870 600 5533, textphone 0870 240 3701, email: book.orders@tso.co.uk 
or visit www tsoshop.co.uk to buy online. 

Alternative formats under Disability Discrimination Act (DDA): if you require this 
publication in an alternative format (eg Braille or audio) please email 
a lternativeformats@communities.gsi gov.uk quoting the title and product code/ISBN 
of the publication, and your address and telephone number. 
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Foreword 


Planning Policy Guidance notes (PPGs) set out the Government's policies on 
different aspects of planning. Local planning authorities must take their content into 
account in preparing their development plans. The guidance may also be material to 
decisions on individual planning applications and appeals. 

This PPG replaces the 1988 version of PPG2, and advice in Circulars. It: 


• states the general intentions of Green Belt policy, including its contribution to 
sustainable development objectives; 

• reaffirms the specific purposes of including land in Green Belts, with slight 
modifications; 

• gives policy a more positive thrust by specifying for the first time objectives for the 
use of land in Green Belts; 

• confirms that Green Belts must be protected as far as can be seen ahead, 
advises on defining boundaries and on safeguarding land for longer-term 
development needs; and 

• maintains the presumption against inappropriate development within Green Belts 
and refines the categories of appropriate development, including making 
provision for the future of major existing developed sites and revising policy on 
the re-use of buildings. 


1. Introduction 


1.1 The Government attaches great importance to Green Belts, which have been an 
essential element of planning policy for some four decades. The purposes of Green 
Belt policy and the related development control policies set out in 1955 remain valid 
today with remarkably little alteration. 

History 

1.2 The first official proposal "to provide a reserve supply of public open spaces and 
of recreational areas and to establish a green belt or girdle of open space" was 
made by the Greater London Regional Planning Committee in 1935. New provisions 
for compensation in the 1947 Town and Country Planning Act allowed local 
authorities to incorporate green belt proposals in their first development plans. The 
codification of Green Belt policy and its extension to areas other than London came 
in 1955 with an historic circular inviting local planning authorities to consider the 
establishment of Green Belts. 

Extent 

1.3 The Green Belts approved through structure plans now cover approximately 
1,556,000 hectares, about 12 per cent of England. There are 14 separate Green 
Belts, varying in size from 486,000 hectares around London to just 700 hectares at 
Burton-on-Trent. "The general extent and location of the designated areas are given 
in the table and map opposite." 

Intentions of policy 

1.4 The fundamental aim of Green Belt policy is to prevent urban sprawl by keeping 
land permanently open; the most important attribute of Green Belts is their 
openness. Green Belts can shape patterns of urban development at sub-regional 
and regional scale, and help to ensure that development occurs in locations 
allocated in development plans. They help to protect the countryside, be it in 
agricultural, forestry or other use. They can assist in moving towards more 
sustainable patterns of urban development (see paragraph 2.10). 

Purposes of including land in Green Belts 

1.5 There are five purposes of including land in Green Belts: 


• to check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas; 

• to prevent neighbouring towns from merging into one another; 

• to assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment; 

• to preserve the setting and special character of historic towns; and 

• to assist in urban regeneration, by encouraging the recycling of derelict and other 
urban land. 


The use of land in Green Belts 

1.6 Once Green Belts have been defined, the use of land in them has a positive role 
to play in fulfilling the following objectives: 


to provide opportunities for access to the open countryside for the urban 



population; 

• to provide opportunities for outdoor sport and outdoor recreation near urban 
areas; 

• to retain attractive landscapes, and enhance landscapes, near to where people 

live; 

• to improve damaged and derelict land around towns; 

• to secure nature conservation interest; and 

• to retain land in agricultural, forestry and related uses. 
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